2007 IATA Regulations Guidance Document
The 2007 IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations governing the transportation of biological specimens are now published. The following is intended to summarize the changes and the current regulations:

Classification

There are 3 categories of specimens: 

1) Infectious Substance: Substances that contain highly pathogenic agents, also known as “Category A” infectious substances

     (includes the CDC’s “Select Agents”).

2) Biological Substance, Category B: Materials containing or suspected to contain infectious substances that do not meet 

    Category A criteria.

3) Exempt:  Minimal likelihood that pathogens are present (non-infectious)

1) Infectious Substances
UN 2814 Infectious substance, affecting humans

UN 2900 Infectious substance, affecting animals

· Examples of Category A pathogens are listed in IATA’s Table 3.6.D 
· Culture: The result of a process by which pathogens are intentionally propagated (this does not include patient specimens). 
· Shippers’ Declaration for Dangerous Goods is required 
· Full training and certification is required 
· UN Specification Packaging is required 
· Must follow Packing Instruction 602 
2) Biological Substance, Category B 

UN 3373

· Previously “Diagnostic Specimens” 
· Any infectious substance that does not fall into Category A 

· Packing Instruction 650 

· Does not require Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods 
· Does not require UN specification packaging 
· As of January 2007, the only acceptable proper shipping name is Biological Substance, Category B 
· Note: Effective January 1, 2007, package markings must no longer state “Diagnostic Specimens” or “Clinical Specimens”.  These terms are no longer acceptable.  Based on your shipment’s classification, either “Biological Substance, Category B” or “Exempt Human Specimen”, etc. markings must now be applied instead. 
3) Exempt:

·  “Patient specimens”: Specimens where there is a minimal likelihood that pathogens are present. Patient specimens are considered exempt, but are somewhat regulated, in that they require the following packaging requirements: 

· The exterior packaging must be marked as “Exempt human specimen” or “Exempt animal specimen”. 
· The packaging must consist of: 
· leak-proof primary receptacle 

· leak-proof secondary packaging 
· outer packaging of adequate strength for its capacity, mass and intended use 
· at least one side of the packaging must have minimum dimensions of 100 x 100 mm 
· For liquids: Absorbent material in sufficient quantity to absorb the entire contents (placed between the primary and secondary packaging to prevent leakage to the outer packaging) 
· When multiple “fragile” primary receptacles are used in a single package, they must be wrapped or separated so that contact between them is prevented 
· NOTES: 

· Given the similarities between these requirements to Packing Instruction 650 (for UN 3373/Category B shipments), World Courier recommends the use of 650 packaging for Exempt shipments. 

· Some biologicals are not subject to the Regulations at all.  Please see sections 3.6.2.2.3.2 – 3.6.2.2.3.5 in the 48th Edition (2007) of the IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations for more details. 
